
Current U.S. Marijuana Laws 
Marijuana remains illegal under U.S. law (1972) & in 30 states, 

including Iowa, as a Schedule I Controlled Substance (high 

potential for abuse & no accepted medical value).  

*20 states & DC allow “medical marijuana” on a statewide basis (1996-

2014),  about half by ballot votes. (*Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, 

Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 

Montana, Nevada,  New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, Oregon, 

Rhode Island, Vermont,  Washington & District of Columbia. New York’s 

Governor has announced plans for a limited hospital-based program.)  

Voters in 2 states (Colorado & Washington Sate 2012/2014) legalized 

general adult marijuana use.  
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Plastic Free July—The Challenge  www.plasticfreejuly.org 

Attempt to refuse single-use plastic during July. 

“Single-use” includes plastic shopping bags, plastic cups, straws, plastic 

packaging… basically anything that’s intended only to be used once 

and then discarded. If refusing ALL sing-use plastic sounds too 

daunting this time, try the TOP 4 challenge:  

Straws, Plastic bags, Plastic bottles & Coffee cup lids 

Why? Apart from the small amount of plastic which has been 

incinerated EVERY piece of plastic which was ever produced still exists on earth 

somewhere. In the first 10 year s of this century MORE plastic was produced than 

the entire last century! 

Your day will 

GO THE WAY 

THE CORNERS OF 

YOUR  

MOUTH TURN!  

 

SMILE

Marijuana Legalization—Laws or policies which make the possession and use of marijuana legal under state law.  

Marijuana Decriminalization—Laws or policies adopted in a number of state and local jurisdictions which reduce the 

penalties for passion and use of small amounts of marijuana from criminal sanctions  to fines or civil penalties.  

Medical Marijuana—State laws which allow an individual to defend him or herself against criminal  charges of 

marijuana possession  if the defendant can prove a medical need for marijuana under state law.  

Current Iowa Marijuana Laws 
2014 Iowa Medical Cannabidiol Act (IMCA, SF 2360) 

The IMCA passed by the Legislature in April 2014 and signed into law by 

Governor Branstad May 30, 2014, is effective July, 2014. The Iowa 

Department of Public Health is currently developing administrative rules and 

an implementation plan for SF 2360.  

CBD, or Cannabidiol, is defined in the IMCA as “a non-psychoactive 

cannabinoid found in the plant Cannabis sativa L. or Cannabis indica or any 

other preparation thereof that is essentially free from plant material, and has 

a tetrahydrocannabinol level of no more than three percent.”   

(Tetrahydrocannabinol, or THC is a psychoactive compound in cannabis.) 
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Marijuana Facts:  

Marijuana is classified as a schedule 

I drug. 

The main active chemical in 

marijuana is delta-9-

tetrahydrocannabinol, more 

commonly called THC 

Highest density of cannabinoid 

receptors are found in parts of the 

brain that influence pleasure, 

memory, thinking, concentrating, 

sensory and time perception, and 

coordinated movement 

Marijuana is the most commonly 

used  illicit drug in the United States.  

According to the Institute of Medicine 

(IOM), smoking marijuana is an 

unsafe delivery system that produces 

harmful effects 

The FDA has, however, recognized 

and approved the medicinal use of 

isolated components of the marijuana 

plant and related synthetic 

compounds.  


