
 

 

 

Greene County Teen Birth Rate Plummets 

 

The 2014 teen birth rates are now available from the Iowa Department of Public Health’s Vital 

Statistics Division. The numbers represent births to mothers aged 15-19 and reflect the county of 

residence as opposed to the county in which the birth occurred. New Opportunities Community 

Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention Program staff are excited about the trending. “We are seeing teen 

birth rates in our program area decline up to 60% in some counties. This gives our youth an 

opportunity to finish their education and pursue goals that might otherwise be elusive.” 

When teen births are very low (5 or less) they are considered “unreportable” and four of the five 

counties served by the CAPP Program (Audubon, Greene, Guthrie, and Pocahontas) were 

unreportable in 2014. The largest declines were in Greene County with over a 60% decrease and 

Carroll County with at least a 45% reduction. It should also be noted that Guthrie County decreased 

over 37%.  Pocahontas and Audubon have remained at 5 or less for the past several years.  

Those numbers were calculated using the highest possible unreportable births (5),  in other words, 

the declines could reasonably be much higher than these estimates. 

CAPP staff contend that a combination of accurate sexual health education in the middle and high 

schools, increased access to health care and collaboration with other community providers is the key. 

But cautions that progress must continue, as “we continue to feel that teens need more opportunities 

to engage in prosocial activities at the local level and we need to continue to promote good 

communication between youth and their trusted adults”.  In the classrooms staff emphasize the 

importance of open and honest communication. For more information on this new data or how to 

discuss reproductive health with your children, contact New Opportunities at 712-792-9266 or 

newopp.org. 
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