
Please, no more vinyl siding
City council approves guidelines for downtown renovation
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For the fi rst time since 2008, the number of Greene 
County teenagers giving birth has been deemed “un-
reportable” by the state — and that’s a good thing.
State data showing that Greene County in 2010 

was No. 1 per capita in Iowa for teen pregnancies 
sent a jolt through the community.
That year, 17 babies were born to local moms ages 

15 to 19.
Fresh data from the Iowa Department of Public 

Health shows the number of babies born to teen 
mothers in 2014 fell back between one and fi ve — a 
range the state considers unreportable.
“We want to embrace it, and keep doing what we’re 

doing,” said Peg Dohrer, a Jefferson resident and 
Community and Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention 
Coordinator for Carroll-based New Opportunities.
The thing is, the reasons for a drop aren’t as obvi-

ous as the reasons for a rise in teen births.
Community health leaders have a good grasp on 

how and why kids get pregnant, from assessing 
the area’s poverty level to asking 11th graders how 
many of them drink and smoke pot. As of 2014, 
28 percent of local 11th graders had smoked mari-
juana.
But when the teen birth rate plummets — as it did 

between 2013 and 2014, when the number of teen 
births in Greene County went from 13 to “unreport-
able” — it’s as scientifi c as assuming the stork just 
didn’t stop that year at the high school.
Dohrer said it’s important that parents have candid 

conversations about sex with their teenagers.
“Be an askable parent,” she said. “Try not to act 

shocked. You have to be prepared for what they’re 
going to tell you.”
For a fi ve-year period between 2010 and 2014, 

Greene County’s teen birth rate ranks ninth among 
Iowa’s 99 counties.
Marshall County ranks fi rst.
During that period, there were 56 teen births in 

Greene County.
None of Greene County’s neighbors are even in 

the Top 35.
Webster County ranks 36th, followed by Calhoun 

County 41st , Carroll County 45th , Boone Coun-
ty 56th , Guthrie County 69th  and Dallas County 
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The high school basketball star who was accused 
in August of raping a former student was nominated 
weeks later by someone at Greene County High 
School for a student of the month award for good 
behavior, but school leaders nixed the nomination 
to help contain criticism of how they have handled 
the criminal allegation.
The award nomination is among a handful of is-

sues that school leaders debated and discussed in 
emails — recently obtained by Herald Publishing 
with a public-records request — since Trey Tucker, 
17, was arrested for felony sex abuse for the Aug. 
23 incident.
Tucker joined the football team days after the ac-

cusation and served a sports suspension in football 
rather than basketball, where he is a top shooter in 
the school’s conference.
Here is the award talk from Sept. 24 between 

Greene County High School Principal Brian Phil-
lips and Teresa Hagen, the school board president:
Phillips: “Trey has not been found guilty of any-

thing in court yet, so we need to be careful in that 
regard ... not treat him as if he were guilty. In the 
vein of that thought, I just got the October PBIS 
Male Student of the Month nominees and Trey’s 
name is on it.”
Hagen: “I believe it would be in our best interest to 

not select him at this time. Publicly it will be best.”
Phillips: “This would assume that Trey is guilty, 

and I do agree that this would not look good pub-
licly depending on which view you would have. I 
am sure Trey’s father would think it is a good thing, 
as he views his son as innocent.”
Phillips, in a recent telephone interview, declined 

to reveal who nominated Tucker for the award.
Tucker was held out of 4½ football games this 

past season for violating the district’s good-conduct 
policy. Some in the community — including the al-
leged victim’s parents — were outraged when Tuck-
er played for the fi rst time, the emails show.
“I hope you will be able to satisfy the alleged vic-

tim’s mother  and be able to give her facts while still 
being considerate of her situation,” Hagen wrote to 
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The lessons of
RUBY RIDGE

It’s why no one has been hurt in Oregon.

In 1992, a local family was ripped apart
in a standoff  with the federal government

TOP: Sara Weaver, daughter of Jefferson’s Randy Weaver, has found her calling 
as an author and speaker since her family’s 11-day standoff with federal agents at 
Ruby Ridge in Idaho. RIGHT: The new militia movement has benefi tted from what 
happened at Ruby Ridge, from the feds (top) withdrawing in 2014 in Nevada to the 
lack of law enforcement at Ammon Bundy’s (bottom) current occupation in Oregon.

Back in the summer of 1983, long-
time Bee  Herald columnist Fred 
Jess wrote in his ever-innocuous 
“Etc.” column of a chance meet-

ing with a Jefferson native in the men’s room 
of a Clear Lake restaurant.
Like all good Iowans encountering one an-

other for the fi rst time in a public bathroom, 
the conversation centered around the weath-
er.
One thing led to another, and Jess divulged 

he was from Jefferson.
“Wow,” the stranger said, “I graduated 

from JHS ”
It turned out to be Randy Weaver, a member 

of Jefferson High’s class of 1966.
“He and his wife Vicki and three kids have 

lived in Cedar Falls for about 10 years,” Jess 
reported, “but at the time they were on their 
way to a new home in far northern Idaho.”
We all know how that story ended.
The details of the story still bend and change 

depending on who tells it — from the fam-
ily’s very rationale for moving to the Pacifi c 
Northwest to how an FBI sniper came to take 
up position 200 yards from their cabin home 
in 1992 —  but it always ends the same way, 
with Vicki Weaver, their 14-year-old son and 
a U.S. marshal shot dead.
What happened at Ruby Ridge in Idaho 

more than 23 years ago continues to haunt 
the federal government and inspire those 
who distrust it.
“After Ruby Ridge and Waco, authorities 

keep a low profi le in Oregon,” a headline 
in the Los Angeles Times read earlier this 
month.
“Ghost of Waco stays FBI’s hand in Oregon 

siege,” read the Jan. 6 headline in News-

week for a story that makes mention of Ruby 
Ridge, that 20-acre patch of wilderness near 
the Canadian border where Jefferson’s Ran-
dy Weaver and his family garnered national 
attention in 1992 during an 11-day standoff 
with federal agents that began with a simple 

weapons charge.
Randy Weaver’s oldest daughter, Sara, who 

was 16 and standing right beside her mother 
when the sniper’s bullet passed through her 
head, has now watched the Bundy family of 
Nevada take two stands against the federal 
government in as many years.
“They’ve been given some second and third 

chances, and those chances need to be put to 
good,” Sara Weaver, 39, explained last week 
during a phone interview from her home in 
Montana, her fi rst interview on the subject 
and also her fi rst interview with The Jeffer-
son Herald.
On Jan. 2, a group of militiamen led by 

brothers Ammon and Ryan Bundy began 
their occupation of a national wildlife refuge 
in Oregon to protest the federal prison sen-
tences of two ranchers.
They want federal land turned back over to 

ranchers and loggers.
In 2014, rancher and family patriarch Cliv-

en Bundy stared down federal agents with a 
“citizen militia” over unpaid fees for graz-
ing on federal land in a belief that the federal 
government can’t own land.
He still owes the federal government more 

than $1 million.
That fi rst time, the feds withdrew.
This time, there are seemingly more Face-

book memes poking fun at the militiamen 
than there are armed agents at the ready.
Sara Weaver believes she sacrifi ced a moth-

er and brother so that future lives could be 
spared.
“I hope it’s not taken lightly,” she said.

A revised edition of Weaver’s 2012 book is 
in the works. Weaver believes blood hasn’t 
been shed at standoffs in Oregon and Ne-
vada because of what her family endured 
in 1992.
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Greene County led
the state in 2010
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Sara Weaver, who wound up 
living brie y in Grand Junc-
tion with father Randy in the 
aftermath of Ruby Ridge, has 
emerged in recent years as the 
public face of the Weaver fam-
ily, finding her calling as an au-
thor and speaker.
“My dad was just joking with 

me, You’re my PR girl,’ ” said 
Sara Weaver, who also repur-
poses furniture on the side.
To date, she maintains that the 

best interview she’s ever done 
on Ruby Ridge was in 2010 
with the one and only William 
Shatner, believe it or not, for his 
Biography Channel series “Af-
termath.”
“He had the guts to go ahead 

and do it,” Sara Weaver said. 
“He’s just a really personable 
guy and just really easy to talk 
to.”
The Weaver family bid fare-

well to Greene County in the 
late ’90s, looking for a fresh 
start after being awarded $3.1 
million in a wrongful death suit 
against the government. The 
government settled out of court, 
with one Department of Justice 
official back in 1995 indicating 
that the family probably would 
have been awarded $200 million 
had it gone to trial in Idaho.
Today, Randy Weaver and his 

three daughters — Sara, Rachel 
and Elisheba — live within 25 
miles of each other in northwest 
Montana, Sara Weaver said.
“There was just a big hole in 

me,” Sara Weaver said. “I saw 
the Northwest as my home. 
Iowa was foreign to me.”
“I felt like Idaho was too pain-

ful,” she added. “Montana just 
had a romantic ring to it.”
She was the first to leave in 

1996. Her dad and sisters soon 
followed.
Now 68, Randy Weaver 

doesn’t grant many interviews, 
Sara Weaver said. 
Admittedly, he’s been having 

a “rough time” health-wise, she 
said, but he’s “on the upswing 
now.”
Sara Weaver refuses to answer 

questions on behalf of her dad, 
saying she can only speak for 
herself.
With the 2012 publication of 

her book, “From Ruby Ridge to 
Freedom,” Sara Weaver came 
into her own, publicly forgiving 
the federal agents who shot and 
killed her mother and brother.
“People are super surprised,” 

she said. “It makes them ques-
tion their own emotions and 
their own grudges and what 
they hold onto.”
“That’s the gift out of it,” she 

added. “In the end, this wasn’t 
for nothing.”
Her embrace of Christianity 

has allowed her to forgive, and 
has helped others to forgive as 
well.
“Everyone has their own Ruby 

Ridge in their life,” she said.
But she doesn’t believe we 

should ever forget.
“We don’t want to make the 

same mistakes,” said Weaver, 
who’s also been featured in re-
cent years on the “700 Club.”
Ruby Ridge is now a perma-

nent part of the nation’s psyche.
Had it never happened, federal 

agents may very well have al-
ready put the hammer down on 
the Bundys.
Without Ruby Ridge, there 

likely wouldn’t be a market-
place for “Don’t Tread On Me” 

ags, either.
But what Sara Weaver es-

pouses is a belief that both sides 
need to take a step back.
“The government should listen 

to her people,” she said. “And 
the people should listen to their 
government. There has to be a 

compromise.”
Sara Weaver is hoping to have 

a revised copy of her book out 
later this year.
Last summer, she returned to 

Ruby Ridge with a crew from 
the PBS series “American Ex-
perience” for a documentary 
to premiere in 2017 on the an-
ti-government fervor of the 
’90s, which culminated in the 
bombing of a federal building 
in Oklahoma City by Timothy 
McVeigh in 1995.
While their cabin is long gone, 

she and her sisters still own the 
land.
This time, she took her 

14-year-old son Dawson, from 
her first marriage, with her to 
Ruby Ridge for the first time. 
The “American Experience” 

filmmakers followed her as she 
left owers for her mom, Vicki, 
and brother, Sam.
“It’s painful in both good and 

bad ways,” Sara Weaver said. 
“It’s a place I can feel close 
to them and let them go at the 
same time.”
In recent years, Sara Weaver 

also has trademarked the name 
Ruby Ridge, a name the media 
cobbled together in 1992 from 
Ruby Creek Drainage and Cari-
bou Ridge.
Not long after her marriage 

seven years ago to a man she 
met at church named Marc — 
they refrain from giving out his 
last name to protect what little 
privacy they have — a friend 
asked if she’d ever Googled 
herself.
“What I found was not rep-

resentative of my life or what 
God had done in my life,” she 
said. “I found a lot of anger and 
hatred and people using it as a 
platform for their own violent 
ideas.”
That’s not the legacy she wants 

her son to someday inherit.
“People take liberty with your 

life, your story, your pain,” she 
said.
She still remembers hearing 

the words “Ruby Ridge” as a 
motivating factor in McVeigh’s 
decision to bomb a federal 

building.
“I wanted to crawl into a hole,” 

she said.
“Don’t take life in my name 

and think you’re doing some-
thing good,” she continued. 
“I’ve lost those close to me in a 
violent manner, and I wouldn’t 
wish that on anybody.”

n a
The aggressive tactics used by 

federal agents in August 1992 
at Ruby Ridge — and again in 
1993 at the Branch Davidian 
compound in Waco, Texas — 
reaffirmed a belief that without 
the Second Amendment, we’re 
this side of a police state.
Others just call it paranoia.
At the time, Randy Weaver 

was suspected of having ties 
to white supremacists when he 
sold two sawed-off shotguns to 
a government informant.
When he, in turn, refused to 

become an informant himself, 
the government pursued weap-
ons charges against him.
One missed court date later 

and U.S. marshals were on his 
property. Things instantly es-
calated when marshals shot the 
family dog, whose barking gave 
them away.
The incident is widely regarded 

as a debacle for the government, 
from the FBI never announcing 
its presence to the sniper’s shot 
that mistakenly killed Vicki 
Weaver, a Fort Dodge native, 
as she held her 10-month-old 

daughter.
Intended for family friend 

Kevin Harris, the shot would 
later be declared unconstitu-
tional because Harris and Randy 
Weaver were running for cover.
The saga made for a TV movie 

in 1996, “The Siege at Ruby 
Ridge,” starring Randy uaid 
as Randy Weaver and Laura 
Dern as Vicki Weaver.
Kirsten Dunst played Sara.
“I wanted to throw my TV out 

the window,” Sara Weaver said. 
“It made us look like a bunch of 
idiots.”
“And,” she added, “I don’t 

have blond hair.”
The movie, she said, portrayed 

the family as wackos. Ironical-
ly, Randy uaid turned out to 
be way nuttier in real life. Have 
you seen him lately
In the aftermath of the siege, 

the FBI sniper, Lon Horiuchi, 
was acquitted of manslaughter. 
Harris also was acquitted of 
all charges. Randy Weaver was 
acquitted of the most serious 
charges, serving 18 months for 
failure to appear.
It was during that time that 

Sara Weaver and her sisters 
were sent to live with family in 
Iowa.
Sara Weaver was enrolled in 

Johnston High School, graduat-
ing in 1994.
For a girl who had been home-

schooled up until that point 
by parents who taught their 
children to fear the God of the 
Old Testament, Johnston High 
School proved to be a surreal 
place to wind up.
“I felt like an alien,” she re-

called.
She still remembers the twin 

girls who received matching 
cars for their birthday.
“I couldn’t relate to that,” she 

said.
Kids at school asked few ques-

tions about the family’s ordeal 
in Idaho.
“I think they were too afraid 

to approach me about it,” Sara 
Weaver said.
After graduation, she moved 

to Grand Junction to be with 

her dad and sisters. Accord-
ing to a 1995 New York Times 
story, Randy Weaver had to stay 
in Iowa under the terms of his 
probation.
Sara Weaver found work in 

Jefferson at the Sierra Theatre 
and the now-defunct Family 
Table restaurant.
In September 1995, the same 

month he testified before a Sen-
ate hearing on Ruby Ridge, 
Randy Weaver also served as 
the marshal of East Greene High 
School’s Homecoming parade.
“I know I wasn’t a super-happy 

person,” Sara Weaver remem-
bered. “The people of Grand 
Junction were great. I myself 
was a very guarded person.”
She struggled with depression 

and PTSD.
She also rejected God for a 

long time, she said, knowing 
how devoted her mom was, in 
particular.
She felt God turned his back 

on them.
“I definitely still do have trig-

gers,” Sara Weaver said. “When 
a helicopter ies over my house, 
my first reaction is to hit the 
deck.”
The memories have scarcely 

faded.
“I can go right back there,” she 

said. “It’s always there, but the 
pain doesn’t have as much con-
trol over me.”
She last visited Iowa in 2011, 

when her grandmother, Wilma 
Weaver, a longtime Jefferson 
resident, passed away at the age 
of 94.
The drive back to Iowa that 

year with son Dawson reminded 
her of that initial trip to Idaho 
in the early ’80s that Fred Jess 
chronicled by chance in the lo-
cal newspaper.
She remembers the fam-

ily stopping at the Corn Palace, 
Reptile Gardens and other tour-
ist attractions during their move 
West.
“When we made the trip to 

Iowa, we were able to stop at 
those same places,” Sara Weav-
er explained. “It was very full 
circle.”

Sara Weaver online
Stay up to date on Sara Weaver’s writing and speaking 

career at rubyridgetofreedom.com.

86th .
For Greene County, the spike 

in teen births seemingly began 
in 2009. 
In 2007 and 2008, the number 

of teen births was in the unre-
portable range.
Then in 2009, the number 

jumped to 14, followed in 2010 
by 17, which topped even the 
actual number of teen births that 
year in larger Carroll County. 
Carroll County in 2010 had 14 

teen births.
In more recent years, there 

were 11 teen births locally in 
both 2011 and 2012, followed 
by a bump back up to 13 in 
2013.
It’s pointless to shame the 

mother, according to Dohrer.
“Shaming isn’t going to help 

them raise their child,” she said. 
“They need our support full 
force by then.”
Dohrer said that although 

some teen mothers “have raised 
wonderful children,” giving 
birth while still in high school 
poses huge obstacles to finish-
ing their education and other 
goals.

“We need to not fear having 
uncomfortable conversations,” 
she said.
“We still have hangups on 

names of body parts,” she add-
ed.
Coincidentally, between 2008 

and 2012, the number of Greene 
County teens ages 15 to 19 with 
chlamydia also doubled, from 
six cases in 2008 to 12 in 2012, 
according to state data.
For its part, New Opportuni-

ties continues to send a regis-
tered nurse into Greene County 
High School to talk more can-
didly about sexual health with 
students.
“It’s truly a wonderful thing 

when schools can supplement 
what they’re learning from par-
ents,” Dohrer said. “And, frank-
ly, there are a lot of parents who 
don’t want to talk about this.”
Greene County’s high teen 

birth rate made it one of only 
20 Iowa counties eligible for 
the Teen Outreach Program, 
or TOP, a national curriculum 
in place since this past fall at 
the high school and alternative 
school.
New Opportunities and the 

Greene County Community 
School District received a grant 
to implement the program lo-

cally, which focuses on service 
learning projects.
Dohrer said the program 

doesn’t directly delve into sex 
ed, but can help lower the teen 
pregnancy rate.
The program originated in St. 

Louis in 1978. Its curriculum 
is updated every two years, 
Dohrer said.
A new event planned for March 

at the Webb House and the First 
United Methodist Church in 
Jefferson will be geared toward 
even younger students in grades 
7-8 and their parents.
A first-of-its-kind teen aware-

ness event scheduled for 6 to 8 
p.m. March 4 will feature din-
ner, local resources and fun 
activities hosted by the Greene 
County Domestic Abuse Coun-
cil, Greene County Public 
Health and New Opportunities.
Email youth assaultcarecen-

ter.org for more information.
It’s hoped the event will be-

come an annual affair, Dohrer 
said.
Outreach like that is about all 

anyone can do.
“Still,” Dohrer said, “rural 

youth, there’s boredom.
“For centuries, when youth are 

bored, they have sex to pass the 
time.”

Phillips. “I do not want this to 
get to the board level.”
Hagen clarified in an inter-

view that her intention was not 
to keep the discussion away 
from public view, but that she 
prefers school administrators 
handle such disputes.
“I don’t need to regulate them 

or do their job,” she said.
But, in the end, the issue did 

get to the board.
Tucker was punished to the 

extent the district’s good-con-
duct policy allowed, so school 
leaders began discussing a 
policy change in September 
that gained first approval from 

the school board in December. 
It gives the superintendent the 
power to bench athletes indefi-
nitely if they are found guilty 
of a “serious criminal offense.”
Tucker was initially charged 

in adult district court with felo-
ny sex abuse and faced a maxi-
mum punishment of 10 years in 
prison, but a judge approved his 
request last month to move the 
case to juvenile court, where 
the punishment is far less se-
vere and the court proceedings 
are often private. 
It’s unclear when the case will 

conclude.
The good-conduct policy 

change also closes a “loop-
hole” — as superintendent Tim 
Christensen called it — in the 
old policy that allowed Tuck-

er to serve his punishment in 
football rather than basketball, 
which was a primary source of 
frustration for the alleged vic-
tim’s parents and others.
“And I think this is where 

the upset group of people is,” 
Dean Lansman, the high school 
activities director, wrote in a 
September email. “I think if we 
were to tell him he had to sit 
basketball  also, they would 

be OK  ... I just wish people 
would drop it. ... Just frustrat-
ing  Lot of people spending a 
lot of time on the issue, and he 
has not even been found guilty 
of anything, and may never 
will.”
The school board was expect-

ed to give final approval to the 
policy change on Wednesday.

e al Ho l ne for lder owans

 le al ad ce on non cr m nal ma ers
for all owans  and older.

Th s ace ro ded as a bl c ser ce

In one of the most haunting images of the 1990s, Randy Weaver’s wife, Vicki, is seen at Ruby Ridge in Idaho in a government surveillance photo on Aug. 21, 1992. It 
would prove to be her last photo. Vicki Weaver was shot and killed at Ruby Ridge by a sniper with the FBI.

In a photo shared on her Ruby Ridge to Freedom Facebook page, 
Sara Weaver (left) is pictured with dad Randy Weaver, a Jefferson 
native. The surviving members of the family briefly lived in Grand 
Junction in the aftermath of Ruby Ridge, an 11-day standoff in 
Idaho with federal agents in 1992 that claimed three lives.


